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Thailand was known as Siam until 1939 and this name is still dominant
in many forms, including an area in the Pathumwan district of Bangkok
known as Siam Square – just a short walk from the Siam Kempinski
Hotel Bangkok.
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The Royal
Grand Palace
& Emerald Buddha
Temple
This is a ‘must see’ attraction for all visitors to Bangkok.
This royal compound embraces a remarkable collection of
structures including Wat Phra Kaeo, the temple that houses
the famous Emerald Buddha. Built in 1782, the Grand Palace
was a royal residence for many generations and is still used
for ceremonies and for accommodating Heads of State.
Dress code: Visitors must be properly dressed when entering
the grounds of the Grand Palace. Men are required to wear
shirts with sleeves and long trousers. Ladies must likewise
cover their shoulders and wear full length skirts or dresses.
Clothing for men and women may be hired for a nominal fee
from the office at the main entrance to the compound.
Opening hours: Daily from 08:30 to 15:30 hrs
Admission fee: THB 500
Location: Na Phra Lan Road, Phra Borom Maha
Ratchawan, Bangkok

Wat Pho
Temple of Reclining Buddha
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Wat Pho, situated close to the Grand Palace, is home to the Reclining Buddha. The
temple, built during the reign of King Rama I, is considered to be a place of healing and
was famous many centuries ago for its pharmacy and as Thailand's first university – both
established by King Rama III. Traditional Thai and foot massages are available at the
traditional medical school. Expect to pay a premium compared to massage shops
elsewhere in the city. The Reclining Buddha measures 45 metres long by 15 metres high.
The soles of the feet, inlaid with precious stones, denote the 108 signs of true faith. The
statue’s long earlobes signify noble birth and the lotus-bud configuration of the hand
symbolises purity and beauty.
Opening hours: Daily from 08:30 - 17:00 hrs
Admission: THB 100
Location: 2 Sanamchai road, Pranakorn, Bangkok

Wat Arun Temple of Dawn
Wat Arun dates back to ancient battles between the former Siam and neighbouring
Burma. Having fallen to the Burmese, Ayutthaya was reduced to rubble and ashes, but
General Taksin and the remaining survivors vowed to march ‘until the sun rose again’
and to build a temple at that precise location. Wat Arun, the Temple of the Dawn, is that
temple and was later the site of a royal palace and a private chapel. This temple steps
provide stunning views as the sun sinks over the Chao Praya River. Access is easy by
boat to the temple’s jetty.
Opening hours: Daily 08:30 - 17:30 hrs
Admission: THB 100
Location: Arun Amarin road, Bangkok
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Jim Thompson’s House
Museum
Jim Thompson’s three decades of dedication to the revival of Thai silk, then a
dying art, changed the industry forever. After he disappeared in Malaysia’s
Cameron Highlands in 1967 but his legacy remains with the Jim Thomson brand
synonymous with high quality Thai fabrics. The Jim Thompson House and
Museum is a charming complex of six teak houses that contain priceless antiques
and works of art. Tours are available in several languages.
Opening hours: Daily from 08:30 - 16:30 hrs
Admission: THB 150
Location: Soi Kasemsan 2, Rama I road, Bangkok

Erawan Shrine
The Erawan Shrine is one of the most popular places of prayer in Bangkok. This
Brahman shrine sits proudly at Ratchaprasong, close to the BTS Sky Train network
(Chidlom station) and many shopping malls. It’s a fascinating experience with the
clouds of incense, garlands of flowers and Thai performers displaying traditional dance
moves. It was erected to appease works after many problems arose during the
constriction of a nearby hotel.
Opening hours: Daily 06:00 - midnight
Location: Corner of Ploenchit and Ratchadamri roads
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Siam Paragon
Siam Paragon is the popular shopping mall located next to
the Siam Kempinski hotel with direct access via a
connecting walkway. The complex houses international
high-end fashion brands, aquarium, a 16-screen Cineplex,
supermarket and restaurants offering Thai and international
cuisine.
Opening hours: Daily from 10:00 - 22:00 hrs
Location: 991 Rama 1 road, Pathumwan, Bangkok
BTS: Siam station
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Central World Plaza
Central World Plaza is another large complex offers that provides exciting shopping
experiences with shops, restaurants, movie theatres, supermarket, beauty salons and
much more.
Opening hours: Daily 10:00 - 22:00 hrs
Location: Ratchaprasong intersection
BTS: Chidlom & Siam stations

MBK
MBK is probably Bangkok's most legendary shopping mall. It’s popular with both
tourists and local residents because of the bargain prices. The eight floors contain some
2,000 shops that sell literally anything and everything from clothing, fashion accessories
and leather products to luggage, furniture, computers, smart phones and IT accessories.
Opening hours: Daily 10.00 - 22.00 hrs
Location: Phayathai road, Bangkok
BTS: National Stadium station
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Siam Square
Wander around Siam Square for up-and-coming Thai and Asian brands that offer a
great mix of unusual designs at attractive prices. This is a popular chilling spot with
students from nearby Chulalongkorn University. Visit in the late afternoon or early
evening to catch the vibe of Siam Square.
Opening hours: Daily 10.00 to 22.00 hrs
Location: Rama 1 road, Bangkok
BTS: Siam Interchange station

Chatuchak
Weekend Market
Chatuchak Weekend Market has reached landmark status as a must-visit place for
tourists. Its sheer size and diverse collections of merchandise will bring any seasoned
shoppers to their knees. This is a market where you can literally ‘shop until you drop’.
The 35-acre site is home to more than 8,000 market stalls. On a typical weekend, more
than 200,000 visitors come here to sift through the plethora of goods on offer. It’s
sensible to wear comfortable footwear and lightweight clothing.
Opening hours: Weekends 09.00 - 18.00 hrs
Location: Kampangphet road, Bangkok
BTS: Mo Chit station
MRT: Kampang Phet station
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Asiatique Riverfront
Night Market
Asiatique combines successfully two of the most popular
shopping experiences in the city: a night bazaar and a mall.
Just a short (complimentary) boat ride from Sathorn pier
Asiatique features more than 1,500 shops and a multitude of
bars and restaurants housed in replica warehouse complex.
Entertainment options include the Calypso cabaret.
Opening hours: Daily 17.00 - midnight
Location: Charoen Krung road Soi 72-74, Bangkok
BTS: Saphan Taksin station and then take the Asiatique
shuttle boat
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Sra Bua
by Kiin Kiin
Thai Restaurant
Inspired by the award-winning Kiin Kiin restaurant in
Copenhagen and its owner Henrik Yde Andersen this
Michelin one star restaurant is famous for its modern
interpretations of classic Thai dishes created from
traditional recipes and authentic ingredients. Choose 'The
Journey' menu to experience the outstanding culinary skills
of Chef Chayawee and his team.
Classification: Fine dining
Opening hours: Lunch 12:00 - 15:00 hrs
Dinner 18:00 - 23:00 hrs
Prices: $$$$
Location: Siam Kempinski Hotel Bangkok, Rama I road
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Saneh Jaan
Thai Restaurant
Thai dishes crafted from ancient recipes that once impressed the royal family are the draw
here but don't discount the lovely setting, complete with vaulted ceilings and contemporary
Thai touches. Dishes are a mix of classics and hard-to-find recipes such as hot and spicy
soup, red curry with grilled pork, and sweet and sour coconut dip with crabmeat. For your
dessert, try the khao moa rang - a rare creation made with young green rice grains.
Classification: Fine dining
Opening hours: Lunch 11:30 - 14:00 hrs
Dinner 18:00 - 22:00 hrs
Price: $$$$
Location: The Glasshouse at Sindhorn, Wireless road

Ma Maison
Thai Restaurant
Ma Maison is a modern venue that combines an elegant ambience with traditional Thai fayre.
Situated on the sprawling lawns of the Nai Lert Park Heritage Home, this restaurant provides a
luxurious experience and prides itself on its family recipes passed down from generation to
generation. Don’t be fooled by the French name. This restaurant devotes itself to sharing the
recipes of the Nai Lert family. Signature dishes include pork crackling noodles and a rich
chicken massaman.
Classification: Fine dining
Opening hours: Lunch 11:30 - 15:00 hrs /
Dinner 18:00 - 22:00 hrs
Price: $$$
Location: Nai Lert Park Heritage, Ploenchit Road
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Baan Pad Thai

Beef Noodle

Go-Ang
Chicken Rice

To find one of the oldest beef stew restaurants in
Bangkok, head to Ekkamai by taxi or BTS SkyTrain.
This venue is famous for its stewed beef and noodles.
Sukiyaki, stir-fried beef in oyster sauce, and garlic
pork with rice are other popular dishes.

This humble chicken and rice stall has drawn a devoted fan
base of local and international foodies for more than 50
years. The aromatic rice is cooked with chicken oil and
perfectly matches perfectly the flavour of the chicken.
Classification: Street food

Baan Phad Thai is named after one of Thailand’s most
popular dishes. The secret to its success is the combination
of 18 to 20 ingredients used in making each dish. The
organic, home made tofu and the fresh crab are also
noteworthy at this restaurant where locals and tourists eat
side by side.

Classification: Street food
Opening hours: 09:30 - 20:00 hrs
Price: $ (cash only)
Location: Ekkamai Soi 18-20, Sukhumvit 63 Road

Opening hours: Lunch 06:00 - 14:00 hrs / Dinner 17:00 02:00 hrs
Price: $ (cash only)
Location: New Petchburi Road

Wattana Panich

Classification: Street food
Opening hours: 11:00 - 21.30 hrs
Price: $ (cash only)
Location: 21-23 Soi Charoen Krung 44 Road
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Asahna Bucha Day
13 July 2022
This public holiday in Thailand marks the day when the Lord Buddha
delivered his first sermon in Benares in India over 2,500 years ago. The exact
date of the holiday is determined by the waxing moon and the lunar months,
but it is usually held in July or August. The Buddha preached his first sermon
in a deer park, and from this sermon, the Dharma (doctrine) of the Buddha
was symbolised as a wheel. The Dharmachakra is also known as the Wheel
of Life, Wheel of Law or Wheel of Doctrine and can be seen on flags in
temples and buildings all across Thailand. Similarly, pictures or models of
deer can often be seen at temples or in depictions of the Buddha.
Novice monks meditate on Asahna Bucha Day.
Like many other Buddhist festivals and holidays, Asahna Bucha (also written
as Asalha Puja and other combinations) is a day when Thai Buddhists will
make merit and visit the local wat (temple). Traditionally, candles are
amongst the items donated to the wat for Asahna Bucha, and processions
featuring candles are held in various towns in Thailand. The tradition dates
back to the time before electricity, when extra light was needed at the temple
during the darker days of the rainy season. Local people will also ‘wian tian’,
which involves walking round the wat with a lit candle, lotus flowers and
incense. The day after Asahna Bucha is another significant day, with Wan
Khao Phansa marking the start of the three-month ‘Phansa’ period, which is
sometimes referred to as ‘Buddhist Lent’.
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Khao Phansa Day
14 July 2022
The day after Asahna Bucha is another important day in the Buddhist
calendar. The day is called Wan Khao Phansa and marks the beginning of
the three-month-long period known as Phansa, which is the Buddhist
retreat period and is sometimes referred to as ‘Buddhist Lent’. The Phansa
rains retreat marks a period in the rainy season when monks would
traditionally confine themselves to the temple and its immediate surrounds.
Even before the time of Buddha, the holy men that roamed the land would
avoid unnecessary travel during the growing season so that they did not
damage crops. In Thailand, this tradition was maintained with the advent of
Buddhism. Nowadays, monks will still be seen in the daytime, but during
the Phansa period, they will sleep at the same temple rather than travel
from place to place.
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King Vajiralongkorn’s
Birthday
28 July 2022
King Vajiralongkorn was born in Bangkok on 28 July 1952. Since 2017, his birthday
has been an annual public holiday in Thailand.
Following the death of his father on 13 October, the Crown Prince did not
immediately accept the crown. Instead, he advised the leader of the ruling military
junta and the Thai parliament that he wanted time to mourn his father before
accepting the invitation to ascend the throne. The Royal Cremation Ceremony was
held at Sanam Luang, the royal ceremonial field in front of the Grand Palace.
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Queen Dowager Sirikit’s
Birthday and Mother’s Day
12 August 2022
12 August is an annual public holiday in Thailand in honour of Her Majesty Queen
Sirikit’s birthday. HM Queen Sirikit is said to be the ‘Mother of the Nation’, which is
why her birthday, on 12 August, is also celebrated as Mother’s Day (Wan Mae) in
Thailand. The Thai queen was born on 12 August 1932 and married HM King Bhumibol
Adulyadej on 28 April 1950. Well known for her charity work, Queen Sirikit is also the
honorary president of the Thai Red Cross, which is a post she has held since 1956.
Queen Sirikit has not enjoyed good health in recent years, with her public appearances
limited. A number of events take place throughout Thailand to commemorate the royal
birthday. Merit-making events are held at various temples, with portraits of HM Queen
Sirikit placed in prominent display in front of schools, government offices and temples.
The Thai queen’s royal blue flag (blue representing Friday, the day of her birth) can also
be seen outside many businesses and private residences.
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The 11th White Elephant
Art Award Exhibition
“Endless Giving”

The 11th White Elephant Art Award Exhibition themed ‘Endless Giving’ will bring together realistic and figurative art
pieces to celebrate Thailand’s tranquillity and natural wealth, as well as the good spirit, kindness and generosity of Thai
people. Throughout the history of Thailand, the country’s independence has been safely guarded for future generations
by a long line of Thai ancestors. Guided by positivity, Thai people lead a simple, peaceful and friendly life, as reflected
in the radiant, sincere smiles on their faces. The exhibition comprises paintings, sculptures, prints and mixed media of
all techniques and materials to showcase these unique characteristics of Thailand.
Date: 26 April - 28 August 2022
Time: 10:00 - 20:00 hrs
Admission fee: Free
Location: 9th Floor, Bangkok Art and Culture Centre
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TAWEE RATCHANEEKORN,
1960 - 2022
: A Retrospective Exhibition
Featuring over 60 paintings, sculptures and mixed-media works, the retrospective
exhibition showcases the life’s work of Tawee Ratchaneekorn, Thailand’s 2005
National Artist in Visual Arts (painting). At the age of 88, Tawee continues to capture
contemporary social issues and synthesise them into compelling oeuvres, each an
autobiography and a record of Thai historical events.
As a ‘social animal’, Tawee Ratchaneekorn not only observes his surroundings but also
soaks up everything that happens in his life, shaping him into the person he is today.
Instead of enjoying a peaceful retired life, he continues to wield his paint brush with his
signature bold and steady strokes, creating soulful pieces of art.
Tawee Ratchaneekorn’s works, always a commentary on Thailand’s major historical
events, mirror his unwavering principles and uncompromising courage to express them.
His aim was not to produce art that changes the world nor to display his greatness;
rather, his oeuvres emanate a passionate sincerity that is unmistakable.
Date: 17 May - 11 September 2022
Time: 10:00 - 20:00 hrs
Admission fee: Free
Location: 7th Floor, Bangkok Art and Culture Centre
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THE MATCH BANGKOK CENTURY CUP 2022
Date: 12 July 2022
Time: 18:00 hrs | Kick-off time 20:00 hrs
Admission fee: Platinum (Category 1): THB 25,000 | Gold (Category 1): THB 22,000 | Silver (Category 1): THB 20,000 | Category 2: THB 15,000 |
Category 3: THB 12,000 | Category 4: THB 7,000 | Category 5: THB 5,000
Location: Rajamangala Stadium
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Billie Eilish:
Happier Than Ever,
The World Tour
Live Nation is thrilled to announce seven-time Grammy winner, US pop sensation
Billie Eilish will headline arenas and stadiums throughout Asia in August. Eilish
brings her hotly anticipated Happier Than Ever, The World Tour to Manila, Seoul,
Kuala Lumpur, Singapore, Bangkok and Tokyo this August.
It will be the singer’s first live dates in Asia, and the shows come off the back of her
number-one, critically acclaimed sophomore record ‘Happier Than Ever’ - out now
via Universal Music.
Eilish’s tour dates in North America, the UK and Europe sold out in record time
back in May 2021.
Happier Than Ever, The World Tour is set to take place in Bangkok, Thailand, on 24
August 2022 at Impact Arena, Muang Thong Thani.
Date: 24 August 2022
Time: 20:30 hrs
Admission fee: THB 10,040 / 7,040 / 6,040 / 4,540 / 3,540 / 2,040
Location: Impact Arena
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Bangkok’s International
Festival of Dance & Music
The world has reopened, and our imaginations are piqued. Thailand is leading the way in an inspiring, uplifting cultural renaissance. That’s right, Bangkok’s International
Festival of Dance & Music is back in full form this year for its 24th iteration, from 7 September to 18 October 2022, at the Thailand Cultural Centre.
There are 11 must-see shows on the docket, ranging from the traditional to the avant-garde. In thrilling news for music lovers, the biggest-selling classical artist of the century,
mezzo-soprano Katherine Jenkins, OBE, is back by popular demand, returning from her spectacular concluding show of the 23rd festival to open the 24th - marking the first time
in the history of Bangkok’s International Festival of Dance & Music that an act has come in back-to-back years. Also for our genre-crossing listening pleasure, the other bestselling musicians making their way to Bangkok are iconic pianist Maksim Mrvica and the world’s most sophisticated boy band, Ten Tenors. On the dance front, Tango Viva
offers sublime seduction, revolutionary contemporary troupe Todes will wow you with their acrobatic moves, and the fleet-footed Celtic Legends will tap-dance their way into
your heart. The Bolshoi Theatre of Belarus brings a knockout ballet trifecta, with ‘Nutcracker, Scheherazade/Carmen Suite and Sleeping Beauty’. And the festival’s beautiful
diversity is epitomised by two very different imaginings of ‘Swan Lake’, one by Ballet Preljocaj from France, and the other by the Stanislavsky Theatre.
Date: 7 September - 18 October 2022
Time: 19:00 hrs
Admission fee: THB 5,000 / 4,200 / 3,500 / 2,500 / 1,800
Location: Thailand Cultural Centre
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THE SCRIPT:
GREATEST HITS TOUR 2022
Top Irish rock band The Script, whose hits include the global chart-toppers ‘Hall of Fame’,
‘The Man Who Can’t Be Moved’, ‘For the First Time’, ‘Superheroes’ and ‘Breakeven’, will be
performing all those smash hits and more in their ‘The Script Greatest Hits Live in Bangkok’
concert on Wednesday, 28 September 2022 at Impact Arena, Muang Thong Thani, organised
by Live Nation Tero.
The Script burst onto the music scene with their number-one debut album in 2008. Since that
debut, they have enjoyed six UK number-one albums, more than 6 billion streams and 2
million concert ticket sales. The band released their ‘Tales from The Script’ greatest-hits
collection in October 2021 and kicked off their tour with some intimate gigs in February before
headlining arena shows throughout Europe and the UK. The tour is their first in two years and
includes a huge show at the O2 Arena and back-to-back hometown shows at the 3Arena in
Dublin, Ireland.
‘Tales from The Script’ compiles all of the biggest hits and fan favourites from their six albums
so far. It highlights the classic cuts from the trio’s catalogue, taking in the likes of the numberone smash ‘Hall of Fame’ (featuring will.i.am) and the Top 10 hits ‘The Man Who Can’t Be
Moved’, ‘For the First Time’ and ‘Superheroes’. It also includes landmark moments and
staples of their live show, including ‘Breakeven’, their debut single ‘We Cry’ and ‘Rain’.
Date: 28 September 2022
Time: 19:00 hrs
Admission fee: THB 4,000 / 3,500 / 3,000 / 2,500 / 2,000 / 1,500
Location: Impact Arena
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