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Thailand was known as Siam until 1939 and this name is still dominant
in many forms, including an area in the Pathumwan district of Bangkok
known as Siam Square – just a short walk from the Siam Kempinski
Hotel Bangkok.
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The Royal
Grand Palace
& Emerald Buddha
Temple
This is a ‘must see’ attraction for all visitors to Bangkok.
This royal compound embraces a remarkable collection of
structures including Wat Phra Kaeo, the temple that houses
the famous Emerald Buddha. Built in 1782, the Grand Palace
was a royal residence for many generations and is still used
for ceremonies and for accommodating Heads of State.
Dress code: Visitors must be properly dressed when entering
the grounds of the Grand Palace. Men are required to wear
shirts with sleeves and long trousers. Ladies must likewise
cover their shoulders and wear full length skirts or dresses.
Clothing for men and women may be hired for a nominal fee
from the office at the main entrance to the compound.
Opening hours: Daily from 08:30 to 15:30 hrs
Admission fee: THB 500
Location: Na Phra Lan Road, Phra Borom Maha
Ratchawan, Bangkok

Wat Pho
Temple of Reclining Buddha
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Wat Pho, situated close to the Grand Palace, is home to the Reclining Buddha. The
temple, built during the reign of King Rama I, is considered to be a place of healing and
was famous many centuries ago for its pharmacy and as Thailand's first university – both
established by King Rama III. Traditional Thai and foot massages are available at the
traditional medical school. Expect to pay a premium compared to massage shops
elsewhere in the city. The Reclining Buddha measures 45 metres long by 15 metres high.
The soles of the feet, inlaid with precious stones, denote the 108 signs of true faith. The
statue’s long earlobes signify noble birth and the lotus-bud configuration of the hand
symbolises purity and beauty.
Opening hours: Daily from 08:30 - 17:00 hrs
Admission: THB 100
Location: 2 Sanamchai road, Pranakorn, Bangkok

Wat Arun Temple of Dawn
Wat Arun dates back to ancient battles between the former Siam and neighbouring
Burma. Having fallen to the Burmese, Ayutthaya was reduced to rubble and ashes, but
General Taksin and the remaining survivors vowed to march ‘until the sun rose again’
and to build a temple at that precise location. Wat Arun, the Temple of the Dawn, is that
temple and was later the site of a royal palace and a private chapel. This temple steps
provide stunning views as the sun sinks over the Chao Praya River. Access is easy by
boat to the temple’s jetty.
Opening hours: Daily 08:30 - 17:30 hrs
Admission: THB 100
Location: Arun Amarin road, Bangkok
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Jim Thompson’s House
Museum
Jim Thompson’s three decades of dedication to the revival of Thai silk, then a
dying art, changed the industry forever. After he disappeared in Malaysia’s
Cameron Highlands in 1967 but his legacy remains with the Jim Thomson brand
synonymous with high quality Thai fabrics. The Jim Thompson House and
Museum is a charming complex of six teak houses that contain priceless antiques
and works of art. Tours are available in several languages.
Opening hours: Daily from 08:30 - 16:30 hrs
Admission: THB 150
Location: Soi Kasemsan 2, Rama I road, Bangkok

Erawan Shrine
The Erawan Shrine is one of the most popular places of prayer in Bangkok. This
Brahman shrine sits proudly at Ratchaprasong, close to the BTS Sky Train network
(Chidlom station) and many shopping malls. It’s a fascinating experience with the
clouds of incense, garlands of flowers and Thai performers displaying traditional dance
moves. It was erected to appease works after many problems arose during the
constriction of a nearby hotel.
Opening hours: Daily 06:00 - midnight
Location: Corner of Ploenchit and Ratchadamri roads
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Siam Paragon
Siam Paragon is the popular shopping mall located next to
the Siam Kempinski hotel with direct access via a
connecting walkway. The complex houses international
high-end fashion brands, aquarium, a 16-screen Cineplex,
supermarket and restaurants offering Thai and international
cuisine.
Opening hours: Daily from 10:00 - 22:00 hrs
Location: 991 Rama 1 road, Pathumwan, Bangkok
BTS: Siam station

10

Central World Plaza
Central World Plaza is another large complex offers that provides exciting shopping
experiences with shops, restaurants, movie theatres, supermarket, beauty salons and
much more.
Opening hours: Daily 10:00 - 22:00 hrs
Location: Ratchaprasong intersection
BTS: Chidlom & Siam stations

MBK
MBK is probably Bangkok's most legendary shopping mall. It’s popular with both
tourists and local residents because of the bargain prices. The eight floors contain some
2,000 shops that sell literally anything and everything from clothing, fashion accessories
and leather products to luggage, furniture, computers, smart phones and IT accessories.
Opening hours: Daily 10.00 - 22.00 hrs
Location: Phayathai road, Bangkok
BTS: National Stadium station
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Siam Square
Wander around Siam Square for up-and-coming Thai and Asian brands that offer a
great mix of unusual designs at attractive prices. This is a popular chilling spot with
students from nearby Chulalongkorn University. Visit in the late afternoon or early
evening to catch the vibe of Siam Square.
Opening hours: Daily 10.00 to 22.00 hrs
Location: Rama 1 road, Bangkok
BTS: Siam Interchange station

Chatuchak
Weekend Market
Chatuchak Weekend Market has reached landmark status as a must-visit place for
tourists. Its sheer size and diverse collections of merchandise will bring any seasoned
shoppers to their knees. This is a market where you can literally ‘shop until you drop’.
The 35-acre site is home to more than 8,000 market stalls. On a typical weekend, more
than 200,000 visitors come here to sift through the plethora of goods on offer. It’s
sensible to wear comfortable footwear and lightweight clothing.
Opening hours: Weekends 09.00 - 18.00 hrs
Location: Kampangphet road, Bangkok
BTS: Mo Chit station
MRT: Kampang Phet station
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Asiatique Riverfront
Night Market
Asiatique combines successfully two of the most popular
shopping experiences in the city: a night bazaar and a mall.
Just a short (complimentary) boat ride from Sathorn pier
Asiatique features more than 1,500 shops and a multitude of
bars and restaurants housed in replica warehouse complex.
Entertainment options include the Calypso cabaret.
Opening hours: Daily 17.00 - midnight
Location: Charoen Krung road Soi 72-74, Bangkok
BTS: Saphan Taksin station and then take the Asiatique
shuttle boat
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Sra Bua
by Kiin Kiin
Thai Restaurant
Inspired by the award-winning Kiin Kiin restaurant in
Copenhagen and its owner Henrik Yde Andersen this
Michelin one star restaurant is famous for its modern
interpretations of classic Thai dishes created from
traditional recipes and authentic ingredients. Choose 'The
Journey' menu to experience the outstanding culinary skills
of Chef Chayawee and his team.
Classification: Fine dining
Opening hours: Lunch 12:00 - 15:00 hrs
Dinner 18:00 - 23:00 hrs
Prices: $$$$
Location: Siam Kempinski Hotel Bangkok, Rama I road
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Saneh Jaan
Thai Restaurant
Thai dishes crafted from ancient recipes that once impressed the royal family are the draw
here but don't discount the lovely setting, complete with vaulted ceilings and contemporary
Thai touches. Dishes are a mix of classics and hard-to-find recipes such as hot and spicy
soup, red curry with grilled pork, and sweet and sour coconut dip with crabmeat. For your
dessert, try the khao moa rang - a rare creation made with young green rice grains.
Classification: Fine dining
Opening hours: Lunch 11:30 - 14:00 hrs
Dinner 18:00 - 22:00 hrs
Price: $$$$
Location: The Glasshouse at Sindhorn, Wireless road

Ma Maison
Thai Restaurant
Ma Maison is a modern venue that combines an elegant ambience with traditional Thai fayre.
Situated on the sprawling lawns of the Nai Lert Park Heritage Home, this restaurant provides a
luxurious experience and prides itself on its family recipes passed down from generation to
generation. Don’t be fooled by the French name. This restaurant devotes itself to sharing the
recipes of the Nai Lert family. Signature dishes include pork crackling noodles and a rich
chicken massaman.
Classification: Fine dining
Opening hours: Lunch 11:30 - 15:00 hrs /
Dinner 18:00 - 22:00 hrs
Price: $$$
Location: Nai Lert Park Heritage, Ploenchit Road
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Baan Pad Thai

Beef Noodle

Go-Ang
Chicken Rice

To find one of the oldest beef stew restaurants in
Bangkok, head to Ekkamai by taxi or BTS SkyTrain.
This venue is famous for its stewed beef and noodles.
Sukiyaki, stir-fried beef in oyster sauce, and garlic
pork with rice are other popular dishes.

This humble chicken and rice stall has drawn a devoted fan
base of local and international foodies for more than 50
years. The aromatic rice is cooked with chicken oil and
perfectly matches perfectly the flavour of the chicken.
Classification: Street food

Baan Phad Thai is named after one of Thailand’s most
popular dishes. The secret to its success is the combination
of 18 to 20 ingredients used in making each dish. The
organic, home made tofu and the fresh crab are also
noteworthy at this restaurant where locals and tourists eat
side by side.

Classification: Street food
Opening hours: 09:30 - 20:00 hrs
Price: $ (cash only)
Location: Ekkamai Soi 18-20, Sukhumvit 63 Road

Opening hours: Lunch 06:00 - 14:00 hrs / Dinner 17:00 02:00 hrs
Price: $ (cash only)
Location: New Petchburi Road

Wattana Panich

Classification: Street food
Opening hours: 11:00 - 21.30 hrs
Price: $ (cash only)
Location: 21-23 Soi Charoen Krung 44 Road
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End of Buddhist Lent
(Ok Phansa Day)
10 October 2022
Ok Phansa Day marks the end of the three-month Buddhist Lent period and
the traditional end of the rainy season. The final day of the Buddhist Lent
period falls on the full-moon day of the 11th lunar moon and is known in
most parts of Thailand as Awk Phansa, although there are some regional
variations. According to Buddhist belief, the day commemorates when
Buddha descended back to earth after spending three months in heaven,
where he had visited his mother. His return was greeted by his followers
with gifts of food, and today, Thai Buddhists mark the event by visiting the
wat and making merit. Different regions have their own way of marking
the occasion, but it’s common at this time of year to see organised longboat races.
Robes Offering (Thod Kathin)
For a one-month period from the end of the Rains Retreat, new robes are
given and offerings made to the monkhood as part of a ceremony known as
‘Thod Kathin’. Throughout Thailand, various Thod Kathin events and
festivities are arranged, whilst in Bangkok, there is a royal ceremony,
usually held at Wat Arun (Temple of the Dawn).
Ok Phansa is one of the days in the year when there are restrictions in place
on alcohol sales.
Venue: Major temples nationwide
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Loy Krathong
Festival of Light
8 November 2022
Celebrated nationwide, Loy Krathong is probably Thailand’s most
beautiful and enchanting festival. The word loy (or loi) means ‘to float’,
whilst krathong are small rafts or baskets. Traditionally made from banana
leaves or the bark of a banana tree, the krathongs usually contain a candle,
incense and flowers. The person who will be floating the krathong will
often take a small clipping of their hair or fingernail, which will then be
added to the krathong together with some coins. The candle and incense
are then lit, and a wish is made before the krathong is placed on the nearest
stretch of water. It is believed that the krathong carries away bad luck and
signals a fresh start.
The festival has evolved to include music concerts and beauty pageants and
is another great excuse for a party. Falling during the school holidays, Loy
Krathong is also a family affair, with parents often helping their children to
make the krathongs.
Venue: The Chao Phraya River is the main focus for celebrations, with
bridges and buildings decked out in bright lights for the occasion. Places
such as Lumphini Park with its lake also draw a large crowd.
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King Bhumibol
Birthday
Commemoration Day
Remembering the Father of the Nation

5 December 2022

5 December is a public holiday in Thailand in honour of the late king, His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej. The Thai
monarch was born on 5 December, and this date is also celebrated as Father’s Day in recognition of a man who was
fondly regarded as the ‘Father of the Nation’. The formal name of the holiday translates in English as ‘King Bhumibol
Adulyadej’s Birthday Anniversary’. Depending on where you are in Thailand, there may be restrictions on alcohol sales
on 5 December.
During his lifetime, the king’s birthday, on 5 December, was a national day of celebration. Provinces throughout
Thailand staged special events with fireworks, candle-lit ceremonies and music concerts. Commemorative events are
likely to be more subdued in the years after the passing of the king, but 5 December will remain a day for the king’s life
and achievements to be celebrated. In Bangkok, it has been a tradition in December for Ratchadamnoen Avenue and the
area around the Grand Palace to be beautifully illuminated with strings of lights, and it is expected that this tradition will
continue.
Venue: Nationwide
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New Year’s Eve
31 December 2022
Thailand doesn’t just celebrate New Year once; it does so on three separate
occasions. In common with the rest of the world, 31 December sees parties
and fireworks at locations around Thailand as the clock strikes midnight and
the new year is ushered in. But that isn’t the end of the New Year festivities
for Thailand. The Chinese New Year, which usually falls in January or
February, is also celebrated by many Thais. And then in April, there is the
most eagerly anticipated holiday of the year, Songkran, the traditional Thai
New Year.
Sawasdee Pii Mai: Happy New Year
If you’re in Thailand at the end of December, you will hear people wishing
each other ‘Sawasdee Pii Mai’.
New Year Countdown
New Year countdown events are hosted at venues around Thailand on New
Year’s Eve. The biggest, although not necessarily the best, is in Bangkok,
with the area outside CentralWorld taking centre stage. 31 December and 1
January are public holidays in Thailand and coincide with the peak of the
high season. This means there is extra demand for transport and
accommodation over the New Year period, and it is advisable to book in
advance. Expect popular tourist attractions around the country to be extra
busy, with a surge in domestic tourists in addition to the international
visitors.
Venue: CentralWorld and along the Chao Phraya River, such as Iconsiam
and Asiatique Riverfront
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Live Shows & Concerts
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Swan Lake
Contemporary Ballet, Preljocaj
Your traditional ‘Swan Lake’ this is most certainly not. Choreographed by the deeply creative
Angelin Preljocaj, a French Officier des Arts et des Lettres and Chevalier de la Légion
d’Honneur, this is a powerful, thought-provoking ballet for our current era, introducing
environmental conservation, corporate greed and issues of inheritance and family legacy as
motivations.
Combining Tchaikovsky’s musical masterpiece with more contemporary arrangements, as he
likes to do, Preljocaj, who has received the Samuel H. Scripps/American Dance Festival
Award for Lifetime Achievement, takes possession of the myth of the swan-dancer, paying
tribute to Marius Petipa while, at the same time, sailing in wholly original directions. The
video design by award-winning graphic artist Boris Labbe adds depth and dimension to the
exquisite technique of the 26 dancers on stage.
Venue: Thailand Cultural Centre
Time: Saturday, 8 October 2022, 19:00 / Sunday, 9 October 2022, 14:30
Duration: 1 hour, 50 minutes
Ticket price: THB 3,500/3,000/2,500/2,000/1,500
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The Nutcracker
A timeless hallmark of the festive season, ‘The Nutcracker’ has long been one of the most
delightful ways to discover the enchantment of ballet and makes for a sparkling festive treat
for the whole family. Tchaikovsky’s much-loved music is matched to a story of magic on
Christmas Eve, and the journey of Clara and her Nutcracker to the Land of Fairytales brings
with it some of the most familiar of all ballet moments.
No family should miss this beloved classical performance, with an exuberant cast of the Ballet
Theatre of the Republic of Belarus, a national treasure since 1933 that has been awarded
UNESCO’s commemorative Five Continents Medal, in recognition of its considerable
contribution to world culture.
Venue: Thailand Cultural Centre
Time: Saturday, 15 October 2022, 19:00 / Sunday, 16 October 2022, 14:30
Duration: 50 minutes
Ticket price: THB 4,500/4,000/3,500/2,700/2,000
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MAROON 5’s first stadium
show in Thailand
This will be MAROON 5’s first stadium show in Thailand. Fans who have seen the band on
their previous visits to Bangkok know what an amazing show they put on, and this will be
their biggest ever.
The Los Angeles-based band have been the most successful duo or group on the Billboard
Hot 100 chart over the last 20 years, with 32 chart hits and 15 Top 10 smashes. The band has
achieved an astonishing 11 #1 hits and 22 Top 10 entries on the Top 40 chart. On streaming
platform Spotify, MAROON 5 reach over 45 million monthly listeners. Since completing
their ‘2021 Tour’, the band has played more than 750 concerts to enthusiastic fans in more
than 30 countries, selling more than 7,500,000 tickets in the process, reaffirming their place
as one of the world’s best-selling touring groups.
Venue: Rajamangala National Stadium
Time: Saturday, 10 December 2022, 16:00 Gate Open, and Show Time is 20:00.
Ticket price: THB 12,000/7,500/6,500/5,500/5,000/4,500/3,500/2,500
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Jim Jefferies
The Moist Tour
Jim Jefferies is one of the world’s most popular and respected comedians and has entertained
audiences across the globe with thought-provoking, belief-challenging and hilarious comedy.
Jim was named Stand-Up Comedian of the Year at the Just for Laughs Comedy Festival in
2019 before setting off on his very successful ‘Oblivious Tour’ across Europe and North
America. Last year he released his ninth stand-up TV special with ‘Intolerant’ on Netflix. Jim
currently hosts his weekly podcast ‘I Don’t know about That with Jim Jefferies’, with video
available on the official Jim Jefferies YouTube channel, and audio available through all podcast
platforms.
Venue: 8th Floor, Central World Plaza
Time: Sunday, 11 December 2022, 19:00
Ticket price: THB 3,500/2,800/1,800
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Art & Exhibitions
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The Bangkok
Art Biennale
The third edition of the city-wide art festival will feature a huge line-up of art exhibitions and activities. The Bangkok Art Biennale (BAB) is launching its 2022 edition this October
and will run for four months. From 22 October 2022 to 23 February 2023, art enthusiasts can see inspiring contemporary art created by both local and international artists in several
venues across the city.
For its third run in the Thai capital, the festival is featuring works by over 40 artists, who each worked with the theme ‘CALM : CHAOS’. It is meant to remind us that there is a
glimmer of hope in the midst of the pandemic, as well as other crises, be it climate change, environmental destruction, politics or ideological clashes.
BAB 2022 will take place in 11 participating venues across the city, namely Bangkok Art and Culture Centre (BACC), Samyan Mitrtown, Museum Siam, JWD Art Space, Queen
Sirikit National Convention Center, The PARQ, The Prelude One Bangkok, Wat Arun, Wat Phra Chetuphon (Wat Pho), Wat Prayoon and BAB Virtual Space.
Get ready to find inspiration across the city at BAB 2022. For more information, visit the official website: https://www.bkkartbiennale.com/artists
Date: 22 October 2022 – 23 February 2023
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‘THE NEW ARK’
EXHIBITION
‘The New Ark’ features 13 international artists who have
created projects that address universal unity – as expressed in
the artwork with the same name, created by Director Jacq.
The exhibition and featured artwork are funded by a new
international organisation, Art Can Die, founded to provide
financial support to projects that otherwise might not receive
funding. This is achieved by leveraging the power of
blockchain and cryptocurrencies, and by using the process of
tokenisation, Art Can Die offers a safe and efficient platform
where art lovers, crypto enthusiasts and investors can invest in
quality artwork.
Venue: River City, RCB Artery on 1st floor and RCB Galleria
3 on 2nd floor
Date: 1 September - 16 October 2022
Time: 11:00 - 20:00
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Leave It and
Break No Hearts
The project Leave it and Break no Hearts is a collaboration
between two Thai artists, Phaptawan Suwannakudt and Samak
Kosem, presented at the 100 Tonson Foundation.
This art project explores the beliefs in Buddhism and Islam of
minorities in Thailand about sexuality, religion and ethnicity. The
issues of queer Muslims are addressed by Samak, while women’s
issues in Buddhism are reflected by Phaptawan.
Venue: 100 Tonson Gallery
Date: 8 October - 9 November 2022
Time: Thursday - Friday from 10:00 to 18:00 / Saturday and
Sunday 11:00 - 19:00
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